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like unto thee, O Peter, having a sword, hewed her in pieces:
so that I looked earnestly upon you both, both on thee and on
him that cut in pieces that devil, and marvelled greatly to see
how alike ye were. And I awaked, and have told unto thee these
signs of Christ. And when Peter heard it he was the more filled
with courage, for that Marcellus had seen these things, knowing
that the Lord alway careth for his own. And being joyful and
refreshed by these words, he rose up to go unto the forum.
XXIII. Now the bretliren were gathered together, and all

that were in Rome, and took places every one for a piece of gold:
there came together also the senators and the prefects and those in
authority. And Peter came and stood in the midst, and all cried
out: Show us, O Peter, who is thy God and what is his greatness
which hath given thee confidence. Begrudge not the Romans;
they are lovers of the gods. We have had proof of Simon, let us
have it of thee; convince us, both of you, whom we ought truly to
believe. And as they said these things, Simon also came in, and
standing in trouble of mind at Peter's side, at first he looked at him.
And after long silence Peter said: Ye men of Rome, be ye

true judges unto us, for I say that I have believed on the living
and true God; and I promise to give you proofs of him, which
are known unto me, as many among you also can bear witness.
For ye see that this man is now rebuked and silent, knowing that
I drove him out of Judaea because of the deceits which he
practised upon Eubula, an honomable and simple woman, by his
art magic; and being driven out from thence, he is come hither,
thinking to escape notice among you; and lo, he standeth face
to face with me. Say now, Simon, didst thou not at Jerusalem
fall at my feet and Paul's, when thou sawest the healings that
were wrought by our hands, and say: I pray you take of me
a payment as much as ye will, that I may be able to lay hands
on men and do such mighty works ? And we when we heard it
cursed thee, sayingi Dost thou think to tempt us as if we desired
to possess money ? And now, fearest thou not at all ? My name
is Peter, because the Lord Christ vouchsafed to call me * prepared
for all things': for I trust in the living God by whom I shall put
down thy sorceries. Now let him do in your presence the wonders
which he did aforetime: and what I have now said of him, will
ye not believe it ?
But Simon said: Thou presumest to speak of Jesus of Nazareth,

the son of a carpenter, and a carpenter himself, whose birth is
recorded (or whose race dwelleth) in Judaea. Hear thou, Peter :
the Romans have understanding : they are no fools. And he
turned to the people and said : Ye men of Rome, is God born ? is
he crucified ? he that hath a master is no God. And when he so
spake, many said : Thou sayest well, Simon.
XXIV. But Peter said: Anathema upon thy words against

(or in) Christ! Presumest thou to speak thus, whereas the
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prophet saith of him: Who shall declare his generation? And
another prophet saith: And we saw him and he had no beauty
nor comeliness. And: In the last times shall a child be born of
the Holy Ghost: his mother knoweth not a man, neither doth
any man say that he is his father. And again he saith: She
hath brought forth and not brought forth.^ And again: Is it
a small thing for you to weary men {lit Is it a small thing that
ye make a contest for men) ? Behold, a virgin shall conceive in
the womb. And another prophet saith, honouring the Father:
Neither did we hear her voice, neither did a midwife come in.^
Another prophet saith: Born not of the womb of a woman, but
from a heavenly place came he down. And: A stone was cut out
without hands, and smote all the kingdoms. And: The stone
which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the
corner; and he calleth him a stone elect, precious. And again
a prophet saith concerning him: And behold, I saw one like the
Son of man coming upon a cloud. And what more? O ye men
of Rome, if ye knew the Scriptures of the prophets, I would
expound all unto you: by which Scriptures it was necessary that
this should he spoken in a mystery, and that the kingdom of God
should be perfected. But these things shall be opened unto you
hereafter. Now / unto thee, Simon: do thou some one thing
of those wherewith thou didst before deceive them, and I will
bring it to nought through my Lord Jesus Christ. And Simon
plucked up his boldness and said: If the prefect allow it (prepare
yourselves and delay not for my sake)
XXV. But the prefect desired to show patience unto both,

that he might not appear to do aught unjustly. And the prefect
put forward one of his servants and said thus unto Simon:
Take this man and deliver him to death. And to Peter he said:
And do thou revive him. And unto the people the prefect said:
It is now for you to judge whether of these two is acceptable unto
God, he that killeth or he that maketh alive. And straightway
Simon spake in the ear of the lad and made him speechless, and
he died.
And as there began to be a murmuring among the people, one

of the widows who were nourished (refreshed) in Marcellus'
house, standing behind the multitude, cried out: O Peter, servant
of God, my son is dead, the only one that I had. And the people
made place for her and led her unto Peter; and she cast herself
down at his feet, saying: I had one only son, which with his
hands (shoulders) furnished me with nourishment: he raised me

* From the apocryphal Ezekiel (lost).
■ From the Ascension of Isaiahy xi. 14.
• This appears to be the sense of the first line of the fragment in the

Oxyrhynchua Papyrus, no. 849 (of early fourth century), in which
parts of chs. xxv and xxvi are contained. The line is intrusive where
it occurs: I think it may have stood originally in this place.
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up, he carried me: now that he is dead, who shall reach me
a hand ? Unto whom Peter said: Go, with these for witness, and
bring hither thy son, that they may see and be able to believe
that by the power of God he is raised, fand that this man (Simon)
may behold it and fallf (or, and she when she saw him, fell down).
And Peter said to the young men: We have need of some young
men, and, moreover, of such as will believe. And forthwith thirty
young men arose, which were prepared to carry her or to bring
thither her son that was dead. And whereas the widow was
hardly returned to herself, the young men took her up; and she
was crying out and saying: Lo, my son, the servant of Christ
hath sent unto thee: tearing her hair and her face. Now the
young men which were come examined^ (Gk, apparently, held)
the lad's nostrils to see whether he were indeed dead; and seeing
that he was dead of a truth, they had compassion on the old
woman and said: If thou so will, mother, and hast confidence in
the God of Peter, we will take him up and carry him thither that
he may raise him up and restore him unto thee.
XXVI. And as they said these things, the prefect (in the

forum, Lat,), looking earnestly upon Peter (said: What sayest
thou Peter?) Behold my lad is dead, who also is dear unto the
emperor, and I spared him not, though I had with me other
young men; but I desired rather to make trial (tempt) of thee
and of the God whom thou (preachest), whether ye be true, and
therefore I would have this lad die. And Peter said: God is not
tempted nor proved, O Agrippa, but if he be loved and entreated
he heareth them that are worthy. But since now ̂ my God and
Lord Jesus Christ is tempted among you, who hath done so great
signs and wonders by my hands to turn you from your sins—now
also in the sight of all do thou. Lord, at my word, by thy power
raise up him whom Simon hath slain by touching him. And
Peter said unto the master of the lad: Go, take hold on his right
hand, and thou shalt have him alive and walking with thee.
And Agrippa the prefect ran and went to the lad and took his
hand and raised him up. And all the multitude seeing it cried:
One is the God, one is the God of Peter.
XXVII. In the meanwhile the widow's son also was brought

upon a bed by the young men, and the people made way for them
and brought them unto Peter. And Peter lifted up his eyes unto
heaven and stretched forth his hands and said: O holy Father
of thy Son Jesus Christ, who hast granted us thy power, that
we may through thee ask and obtain, and despise all that is in
the world, and follow thee only, who art seen of few and wouldest
be known of many: shine thou about us, Lord, enlighten us,
' Here begins the Greek fragment—a single vellum leaf—Oxy-

rhynchus Papyri, no. 849 (pi. VI): it is paged 107, 168, Each side
has 14 lines of 19-20 letters. I follow it here,
' End of the Greek fragment.



ACTS OF PETER 827

appear thou, raise up the son of this aged widow, which cannot
help herself without her son. And I, repeating the word of C1 rist
my Lord, say unto thee; Young man, arise and walk with thy
mother so long as thou canst do her good; and thereafter shalt
thou serve me after a higher sort, ministering in the lot of a deacon
of the bishop (or, and of a bishop). And inunediately the dead
man rose up, and the multitudes saw it and marvelled, and the
people cried out: Thou art God the Saviour, thou, the God of
Peter, the invisible God, the Saviour. And they spake among
themselves, marvelling indeed at the power of a man that called
upon his Lord with a word; and they received it unto sanctification.
XXVIII. The fame of it therefore being spread throughout

the city, there came the mother of a certain senator, and cast
herself into the midst of the people, and fell at Peter's feet,
saying: I have learned from my people that thou art a servant
of the merciful God, and dost impart his grace unto all them that
desire this light. Impart therefore the light unto my son, for
I know that thou begrudgest none; turn not away from a matron
that entreateth thee. Unto whom Peter said: Wilt thou believe
on my God, by whom thy son shall be raised ? And the mother
said with a loud voice, weeping: I believe, O Peter, I believe!
and all the people cried out: Grant the mother her son. But
Peter said: Let him be brought hither before all these. And
Peter turned himself to the people and said: Ye men of Rome,
I also am one of yourselves, and bear a man's body and am a sinner,
but have obtained mercy: look not therefore upon me as though
I did by mine own power that which I do, but by the power of
my Lord Jesus Christ, who is the judge of quick and dead. In
him do I believe and by him am I sent, and have confidence when
I call upon him to raise the dead. Go thou therefore also,
O woman, and cause thy son to be brought hither and to rise
again. And the woman passed through the midst of the people
and went into the street, running, with great joy, and believing
in her mind she came unto her house, and by means of her young
men she took him up and came unto the forum. Now she bade
the young men put caps ̂ on their heads, and to walk before the
bier, and all that she had determined to burn upon the body of
her son to be borne before his bier; and when Peter saw it he had
compassion upon the dead body and upon her. And she came
unto the multitude, while all bewailed her; and a great crowd
of senators and matrons followed after, to behold the wonderful
works of God: for this Nicostratus which was dead was exceeding
noble and beloved of the senate. And they brought him and set
him down before Peter. And Peter called for silence, and with
a loud voice said: Ye men of Rome, let there now be a just
judgement betwixt me and Simon; and judge ye whether of us
two believeth in the living God, he or I. Let him raise up the

* pilei, a sign that they were now freed.
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body that lieth here, and believe in him as the angel of God.
But if he be not able, and I call upon my God and restore the son
alive unto his mother, then believe ye that this man is a sorcerer
and a deceiver, which is entertained among you. And when all
they heard these things, they thought that it was right which
Peter had spoken, and they encouraged Simon, saying: Now,
if there be aught in thee, show it openly! either overcome, or
thou shall be overcome! (or, convince us, or thou shalt be con
victed). Why standest thou still? Come, begin! But Simon,
when he saw them all instant with him, stood silent; and there
after, when he saw the people silent and looking upon him, Simon
cried out, saying: Ye men of Rome, if ye behold the dead man
arise, will ye cast Peter out of the city? And all the people said:
We will not only cast him out, but on the very instant will we
burn him with fire.
Then Simon went to the head of the dead man and stooped

down and thrice raised liimself up (or, and said thrice: Raise
thyself), and showed the people that he (the dead) lifted his
liead and moved it, and opened his eyes and bowed himself
a little unto Simon. And straightway they began to ask for
wood and torches, wherewith to burn Peter. But Peter receiving
strength of Christ, lifted up his voice and said unto them that
cried out against him: Now see I, ye people of Rome, that ye
are—I must not say fools and vain, so long as your eyes and
your ears and your hearts are blinded. How long shall your
understanding be darkened ? see ye not that ye are bewitched,
supposing that a dead man is raised, who hath not lifted himself
up? It would have sufficed me, ye men of Rome, to hold my
peace and die without speaking, and to leave you among the
deceits of this world; but I have the chastisement of fire un
quenchable before mine eyes. If therefore it seem good unto
you, let the dead man speak, let him arise if he liveth, let him
loose his jaw that is bound, with his hands, let him call upon his
mother, let him say unto you that cry out: Wherefore cry ye?
let him beckon unto us with his hand. If now ye would see that
he is dead, and yourselves bewitched, let this man depart from
the bier, who hath persuaded you to depart from Christ, and ye
shall see that the dead man is such as ye saw him brought hither.
But Agrippa the prefect had no longer patience, but thrust

away Simon with his own hands, and again the dead man lay as
he was before. And the people were enraged, and turned away
from the sorcery of Simon and began to cry out: Hearken,
O Caesar! if now the dead riscth not, let Simon burn instead of
Peter, for verily he hath blinded us. But Peter stretched forth
his hand and said: O men of Rome, have patience! I say not
unto you that if the lad be raised Simon shall burn; for if I say
it, ye will do it. The people cried out: Against thy will, Peter,
we will do it. Unto whom Peter said: If ye continue in this mind.
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the lad shall not arise: for we know not to render evil for evil,
but we have learned to love our enemies and pray for our perse
cutors. For if even this man can repent, it were better; for God
will not remember evil. Let him come, therefore, into the light
of Christ; but if he cannot, let him possess the part of his father
the devil, but let not your hands be defiled. And when he had
thus spoken unto the people, he went unto the lad, and before he
raised him, he said to his mother: These young men whom thou
hast set free in the honour of thy son, can yet serve their God
when he liveth, being free; for I know that the soul of some is
hurt if they shall see thy son arise and know that these shall yet
be in bondage: but let them all continue free and receive their
sustenance as they did before, for thy son is about to rise again;
and let them be with him. And Peter looked long upon her, to
see her thoughts. And the mother of the lad said: \Vhat other
can I do ? therefore before the prefect I say: whatsoever I was
minded to burn upon the body of my son, let them possess it.
And Peter said: Let the residue be distributed unto the widows.
Then Peter rejoiced in soul and said in the spirit: O Lord that
art merciful, Jesu Christ, show thyself unto thy Peter that
calleth upon thee like as thou hast always shown him mercy and
loving-kindness: and in the presence of all these which have
obtained freedom, that these may become thy servants, let
Nicostratus now arise. And Peter touched the lad's side and said:
Arise. And the lad arose and put off his grave clothes and sat
up and loosed his jaw, and asked for other raiment; and he came
down from the bier and said unto Peter: I pray thee, O man oj
Godi let us go unto our Lord Christ whom I saw speaking with
me; who also showed me unto thee and said to thee: Bring him
hither unto me, for he is mine. And when Peter heard this of the
lad, he was strengthened yet more in soul by the help of the
Lord; and Peter said unto the people: Ye men of Rome, it is
thus that the dead are raised up, thus do they converse, thus do
they arise and walk, and live so long time as God willeth. Now
therefore, ye that have come together unto the sight, if ye turn
not from these your evil ways, and from all your gods that are
made with hands, and from all uncleanness and concupiscence,
<ye shall perish for ever: Turn ye therefore and> receive fellow
ship with Christ, believing, that ye may obtain everlasting life.
XXIX. And in the same hour they worshipped him as a God,

falling down at his feet, and <brought> the sick whom they had
at home, that he might heal them.
But the prefect seeing that so great a multitude waited upon

Peter, signified to Peter that he should withdraw himself: and
Peter told the people to come unto Marcellus' house. But the
mother of the lad besought Peter to set foot in her house. But
Peter had appointed to be with Marcellus on the Lord's day,
to see the widows even as Marcellus had promised, to minister
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unto them with his own hands. The lad therefore that was-
risen again said: I depart not from Peter. And his mother,
glad and rejoicing, went unto her own house. And on the next
day after the sabbath she came to Marcellus' house bringing
unto Peter two thousand pieces of gold, and saying unto Peter:
Divide these among the virgins of Christ which serve him. But
the lad that was risen from the dead, when he saw that he had
given nothing to any man, went home and opened the press
and himself offered four thousand pieces of gold, saying unto
Peter: Lo, I also which was raised, offer a double offering,
and myself also from this day forward as a speaking sacrifice
unto God.

Here begins the original Greek text as preserved in one of our two
manuscripts (that at Mt. Athos). The second (Patmos) manuscript
begins, as do the versions, at ch. xxxiii. The Greek and not the Latin
is followed in the translation.

XXX. Now on the Lord's day as Peter discoursed unto tlie
brethren and exhorted them unto the faith of Christ, there
being present many of the senate and many knights and rich
women and matrons, and being confirmed in the faith, one
woman that was there, exceeding rich, which was surnamed
Chryse because every vessel of hers was of gold—for from her
birth she never used a vessel of silver or glass, but golden ones
only—said unto Peter: Peter, thou servant of God, he whom
thou callest God appeared unto me in a dream and said: Chryse,
carry thou unto Peter my minister ten thousand pieces of gold;
for thou owest them to him. I have therefore brought them,
fearing lest some harm should be done me by him that appeared
unto me, which also departed unto heaven. And so saying, she
laid down the money and departed. And Peter seeing it glorified
the Lord, for that they that were in need should be refreshed.
Certain, therefore, of them that were there said imto him:
Peter, hast thou not done ill to receive the money of her? for
she is ill spoken of throughout all Rome for fornication, and
because she keepeth not to one husband, yea, she even hath
to do with the young men of her house. Be not therefore a
partner with the table of Chryse, but let that which came from
her be returned unto her. But Peter hearing it laughed and said
to the brethren: What this woman is in the rest of her way
of life, I know not, but in that I have received this money,
I did it not foolishly; for she did pay it as a debtor unto Christ,
and giveth it unto the servants of Christ: for he himself hath
provided for them.
XXXI. And they brought unto him also the sick on the

sabbath, beseeching that they might recover of their diseases.
And many were healed that were sick of the palsy, and the gout,
and fevers tertian and quartan, and of every disease of the body
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were they healed, believing in the name of Jesus Christ, and very
many were added every day unto the grace of the Lord.
But Simon the magician, after a few days were past, promised

the multitude to convict Peter that he believed not in the true
God but was deceived. And when he did many lying wonders,
they that were firm in the faith derided him. For in dining-
chambers he made certain spirits enter in, which were only an
appearance, and not existing in truth. And what should I more
say ? though he had oft-times been convicted of sorcery, he made
lame men seem whole for a little space, and blind likewise, and
once he appeared to make many dead to live and move, as
he did with Nicostratus {Gk, Stratonicus). But Peter followed
him throughout and convicted him always unto the beholders:
and when he now made a sorry figure and was derided by the
people of Rome and disbelieved for that he never succeeded
in the things which he promised to perform, being in such a
plight at last he said to them: Men of Rome, ye think now
that Peter hath prevailed over me, as more powerful, and ye
pay more heed to him: ye are deceived. For to-morrow I shall
forsake you, godless and impious that ye are, and fly up unto
God whose Power I am, though I am become weak. Whereas,
then, ye have fallen, I am He that standeth, and I shall go up
to my Father and say unto him: Me also, even thy son that
standeth, have they desired to pull down; but I consented
not unto them, and am returned back unto myself.
XXXII. And already on the morrow a great multitude as

sembled at the Sacred Way to see him flying. And Peter came
unto the place, having seen a vision (or, to see the sight), that he
might convict him in this also; for when Simon entered into
Rome, he amazed the multitudes by flying: but Peter that
convicted him was then not yet living at Rome: which city he thus
deceived by illusion, so that some were carried away by him
(amazed at him).

So then this man standing on an high place beheld Peter and
began to say: Peter, at this time when I am going up before
all this people that behold me, I say unto thee: If thy God
is able, whom the Jews put to death, and stoned you that were
chosen of him, let him show that faith in him is faith in God,
and let it appear at this time, if it be worthy of God. For I,
ascending up, will show myself unto all this multitude, who
I am. And behold when he was lifted up on high, and all beheld
him raised up above all Rome and the temples thereof and the
mountains, the faithful looked toward Peter. And Peter seeing
the strangeness of the sight cried unto the Lord Jesus Christ:
If thou suffer this man to accomplish that which he hath set
about, now will all they that have believed on thee be offended,
and the signs and wonders which thou hast given them through
me will not be believed: hasten thy grace, O Lord, and let him
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fall from the height and be disabled; and let him not die but
be brought to nought, and break his leg in three places. And
he fell from the height and brake his leg in three places. Then
every man cast stones at him and went away home, and thence
forth believed Peter.
But one of the friends of Simon came quickly out of the way

(or arrived from a journey), Gemellus by name, of whom Simon
had received much money, having a Greek woman to wife, and
saw him that he had broken his leg, and said ; O Simon, if the
Power of God is broken to pieces, shall not that God whose Power
thou art, himself be blinded ? Gemellus therefore also ran and
followed Peter, saying unto him : I also would be of them that
believe on Christ. And Peter said : Is there any that grudgeth it,
my brother ? come thou and sit with us.
But Simon in his affliction found some to carry him by night

on a bed from Rome unto Aricia; and he abode there a space,
and was brought thence unto Terracina to one Castor that was
banished from Rome upon an accusation of sorcery. And there
he was sorely cut (LaU by two physicians), and so

Satan came to his end.

[Here the Martyrdom proper begins in the Patmos MS, and the
versions,^

XXXIII. Now Peter was in Rome rejoicing in the Lord with
the brethren, and giving thanks night and day for the multitude
which was brought daily unto the holy name by the grace of
the Lord. And there were gathered also unto Peter the con
cubines of Agrippa the prefect, being four, Agrippina and Nicaria
and Euphemia and Doris; and they, hearing the word concerning
chastity and all the oracles of the Lord, were smitten in their
souls, and agreeing together to remain pure from the bed of
Agrippa they were vexed by him.
Now as Agrippa was perplexed and grieved concerning them-—

and he loved them greatly—he observed and sent men privily
to see whither they went, and found that they went unto Peter.
He said therefore unto them when they returned; That Christian
hath taught you to have no dealings with me: know ye that
I will both destroy you, and burn him alive. They, then, endured
to suffer all manner of evil at Agrippa's hand, if only they might
not suffer the passion of love, being strengthened by the might
of Jesus.
XXXIV. And a certain woman which was exceeding beautiful,

the wife of Albinus, Caesar's friend, by name Xanthippe, came,
she also, unto Peter, with the rest of the matrons, and withdrew
herself, she also, from Albinus. He therefore being mad, and
loving Xanthippe, and marvelling that she would not sleep
even upon the same bed with him, raged like a wild beast and
would have dispatched Peter; for he knew that he was the cause


